
JOURNAL OF HUMAN ECOLOGY
International Interdisciplinary Journal of Man-Environment Relationship

ISSN 0970-9274

© Kamla-Raj 1999 J Hum Ecol, 10(2): 127-130 (1999)

Lessons from Melanesia
Robert J. Gregory

Department of Psychology Massey University, Palmerston North, New Zealand
Fax: 64 06 3505673, E-mail: R.J.Gregory@massey.ac.nz

KEYWORDS Tanna. Vanuatu. Cross Cultural Fears for the Future. How Best to Live. Balance. Environmental
Harmony. Alternatives

ABSTRACT Given increasing concerns about the future of “civilization,” people wonder about how best to live.
Cross cultural experience offer valuable insights into alternative modes of living. The author descr ibes life on
Tanna, Vanuatu in the South Pacific and points out several key concepts gained from field work, including self-
subsistence, individualism balanced with collectivism, limited cooperation with the powers that be, distribution and
exchange mechanisms, balance, conflict resolution, and environmental fit. These ideas and concepts may be useful
in considerations about restructuring social patterns in other cultures.
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